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Veterans Jail Diversion Program

Â$2 million, 5 year grant from SAMHSA

Center for Mental Health Services

ÂDivert veterans from incarceration to   

treatment and supportive services

ÂTarget Population: Our newest generation 

of returningVeterans



Symptoms/Behaviors
That Contribute to Arrest

ÂAnxiety

ÂDepression

Â Irritability

ÂAnger

Â Increased Substance 
Use

ÂDifficulty Sleeping

ÂHypervigilence

ÂExcessive speeding -
erratic driving

ÂBar fights, 
disorderlies, BOP

ÂFirearms violations

ÂDUI

ÂPossession of illegal 
substances

ÂDomestic violence



Building Upon Existing Strengths

ÂStatewide Mental Health Jail Diversion 

Program since 2000; JD Clinicians in 

every GA Court

ÂTrained Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) 

located in communities throughout the 

State



Key Stakeholders

Â Federal VA Regional Office (VBA)

Â VA Connecticut Healthcare System (VHA)

Â Vet Centers (VR&C)

Â Connecticut Military Department/National Guard

Â Chief Stateôs Attorneys Office

Â Public Defenders Office 

Â Judicial Division, Court Support Services

Â CIT Teams and Local/State Law Enforcement 

Â CT Alliance Benefiting Law Enforcement (CABLE)

Â Federal and State Departments of Labor

Â Depts of Social Services, Correction, Veteransô Affairs

Â Others (Hospital for Special Care, VSOôs, BIAC, CTCADV, 

NAMI; housing, voc, education programs, etc)



CTõs Approach: Systems Integration

ÂEmphasizes Pre-Bookingïfocus on 

identifying, engaging and referring veterans at 

the earliest opportunity

Â Integrates Services of Multiple Systems to 

strengthen access to appropriate and timely 

treatment/recovery support services

ÂStrong Services Coordination



Major Objectives

Establish a formal statewide jail diversion 

structure that will, at the earliest 

opportunity along the criminal justice 

continuum, divert veterans with trauma-

related symptoms to a seamless system of 

treatment and recovery support services 



Major Objectives (2)

Build a new services delivery model that 

combines the strengths of each 

participating federal, state and 

community stakeholder, thereby offering 

diverted veterans an array and wealth of 

treatment and recovery support options as 

they develop their Individual Service 

Plans.


