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Background

ÂNew legislation to help caregivers (Caregivers and 

Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, Public 

Law 111-163)

ÂMonthly financial payments for those providing 

direct care to injured Operation Enduring 

Freedom(OEF)/Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF)  

service members who are unable to perform one or more 

activities of daily living or in need for supervision or protection.

ÂTraining and education, counseling and mental 

health services, and respite care (including 24-hour, 

in-home respite care)
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ÁAdvocates for quality and safety

ÁThe constant across the transitions in health care 

ÁHighly engaged/involved from soon after injury

ÁCritical in helping 

veterans get and use 

health care services

ÁPatients (and families) are 

younger than other VA 

patients using rehab 

services. 

What we do know about caregivers?



Gaps in knowledge: 
Little is known about caregivers of polytrauma patients, 
especially AFTER discharge from inpatient 
rehabilitation:

Á Who is providing informal, unpaid care
Á How much care is needed
Á What kind of care is typically required

Á How do the challenges of caregivingaffect caregiver 
health, patient health and rehabilitation, and families in 
the short and long term. 

Á How do we prepare family caregivers for their role

Á What are the most appropriate intervention objectives to 
support caregivers.


